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2018 Calendar of topics and meetings 
 
This year we will mix it up with more shoots ‘in the field’, evenings of guest speakers 
(which may include some of our members) and some tutorial sessions at our clubrooms.  

 
2018 Day1 Workshop Day2 Set subject 
Jan all Daily challenge on Facebook   
Jan Sunday 21 Camera basics 24-31 “A day in the life of Auckland” 
Feb Tuesday 6 Waitangi Day shootout 19 Glass 
Mar 5 Printing your photos 19 2 colours  
Apr Thursday 5 Photography education 16 Simplicity 
May Sunday 6 Perspective 21 Culture, ethnicity 
Jun  Thursday 7 NZ Herald photography 18 Sport and recreation 
July Sunday 1 Lighting 16 Perspective 
Aug 6 Guest speaker(s) and discussion 20 People Portraits 
Sep 3 Displaying your work; matting 17 Street photography 
Oct 1 Guest speaker(s) and discussion 15 Manukau salon 
Nov   19 Annual portfolio  
Dec tba Xmas function   

Green = tutorial, guest speaker (external or internal) and/or discussion (at clubrooms) 
Blue = set subject for critique evening (at clubrooms) 
Brown = on location 
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Guest editorial – Pat Norton 
Buying a new camera last year was the beginning of a life changing, life enhancing hobby for me.    I 
had little idea of how to use the camera though, so when I saw an advert in the local paper 
advertising a camera club just down the road, it seemed a great idea to join, and it was! Luckily for 
me, Tracy, my daughter in law, also liked the idea of joining, so that made it easier to bring my 
ignorance along to a group of experts. 
 
 From the first night we were made welcome. Kate Snow in particular was very kind and 
approachable. Steve is always there to explain things, and he introduced me to the stunning concept 
of layering photos.  
 
It’s amazing how children’s brains develop these days. At that first meeting I saw and loved the first 
layered photo I’d ever heard of. So later I explained to my 11 year old grand daughter that I wanted 
to do one but didn’t know how, and within half an hour she had worked out the basis of how to do 
it, even though she had never heard of that process before. Since then, I’ve passed many happy 
hours layering photos. 
 
As the months have gone on, there has been a steady flow of ideas from different club members eg 
using Lightroom, photo mix, photo fix. Everything is fun to do. I love the monthly critique sessions. It 
is so interesting seeing what other photographers do and it surprises me how easy it is after a while 
to recognise the different styles of other people in the club. 
 
The daily January photo challenge was a huge learning curve that I really enjoyed. During it I 
experimented with an underwater camera, taking night photos, playing with a macro lens and 
constantly looking for new and different things to photograph.  
 
 I also joined a NZ flower camera club and have enjoyed posting photos to their Facebook page, then 
frequently through the day looking to see how many people “liked” my photos. Actually that got a 
bit obsessive! 
 
Even walking the dog has changed. Our Labrador is a great assistant on our walks together. He never 
minds sitting quietly when I frequently stop to take photos. As he sits he counts the number of 
camera clicks to make sure he gets the correct number of treats when I’ve finished. A 30 minute 
walk of the old days can now easily stretch to a very pleasurable 60 minutes. 
 
Have you noticed how much more you see once you are into photography? How much more 
fascinating the world is? It’s a lovely hobby and I’m glad club members are sharing it with me. Thank 
you. 
 
 
Thanks Pat! I’ll nominate you for General Manager, Marketing! Greg 
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Recent ERCC events 
Monday 5th March - Guest speaker “Printing your photographs” 
 
We had the pleasure of having John Botton, a Fellow of the PSNZ and Owner of Printart 
present to the club on the topic of "From vision to print". While we have been fortunate 
to have had John speak to club members before, this time John used a very powerful 
analogy of having a cup full of valuable crystals and the impact of various decisions 
throughout the end to end process. Enthusiastically, John stepped us through how 
decisions such as choices of file formats (JPG versus RAW ), the resolution of the image 
captured, the colour space chosen both in camera and in software all play a part in how 
many crystals are left in our metaphorical cups when we get to the final printed image. 
Colour gamuts were both discussed and graphically demonstrated in this extremely 
enlightening session. To round off the evening, we were fortunate to see a number of 
images that John has taken, created and printed along with seeing how various images 
look on different print media. The match between image type and 'mood' to the different 
media chosen was amply demonstrated, perhaps none more so than John's 
Machinescapes series, printed on metal, which formed part of his PSNZ Fellowship set. A 
fascinating evening with learning all present, including those of us who have been 
fortunate to hear John speak previously. 
 
Not only was this a powerful learning event, but John's generosity in supporting our Club 
and the care with which he prints and prepares images we use for competitions and 
shows such as the Auckland Festival of Photography, was well and truly evident. We're 
very fortunate to have the support of John and Printart. 
 
John was generous in providing some prizes at our awards night in December, so please 
continue to support him in return – he does an amazing job.  
 
 

Monday 19th March – Critique evening – “2 Colours” 
As expected, this topic brought out your imagination in interpreting the theme. We were 
blessed with having the duo of Ida Larsson and Tia Woodley from Auckland Camera 
Centre. They were fabulous and complemented each other well in the constructive 
critique they offered – we all learnt from this. If you check out our honours gallery page 
on our website you will see some of the range of images submitted. Great effort 
everyone! 
 

Thursday 5th April – “Photography education” 
Allan McDonald, senior photography tutor at Unitec Institute of Technology gave us an 
insight about photography education and the skill development he imparts on his 
students doing their degrees at Unitec.  
 
What struck me in particular was the very ‘artistic’ nature of the images presented. It 
made me wonder how I could challenge myself to think outside the square of the normal 
documentary or interpretive images I do. This has been bugging my mind since, so I’ll 
certainly think laterally for the next critique evening and ‘give it a go’.  
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Upcoming ERCC events 
 

Monday 16th April – “Simplicity” 
We are pleased to Eva Polak back at the club – this time in her capacity as a judge for 
this critique evening. (Eva was a member many moons ago, and has presented an 
evening on impressionist photography. See some of her beautiful images at her website 
www.evapolak.com  
 
If you are wondering how to approach this subject – just google the term and 
photography and various options come up. In essence, we are looking for compositions 
that are very clean in their composition – perhaps one main subject in a very plain 
background. But as always, it is fun to see a wide range of interpretations, so please 
submit your images in the right format by Friday evening 13th (!!) to give Brenda time to 
collate them all. 
 

Sunday 6th May – field trip on “perspective” 
Details will be posted later on the location and timing of this field trip. My first impulse is 
to focus on the built environment but we will need to have an indoor ‘plan B’ in case of 
inclement weather. 
 

Monday 21st May – “Culture and ethnicity” critique evening 
Hopefully you have taken the opportunity to photograph the rich cultural environment 
around Auckland or beyond this year. I’m looking forward to seeing your representation 
of this richness at this critique evening.  
 

Greg Pringle 
Acting President 

021 723474 
 

June: Auckland Festival of Photography 
The theme for this year’s exhibition is ‘Living in Auckland’, and therefore an exploration 
of people in our wonderful city. However, if you have a great image outside of this topic, 
by all means submit it. 
 
The exhibition will be held at the Epsom Community Library, 195 Manukau Rd, Epsom. 
Hours are: 
Mon-Thurs: 9.30am – 6.00pm 
Fri:  9.30am – 5.30pm 
Sat:  10.00am – 4.00pm 
Sun:  12.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Key requirements for your images: 

1. Please submit up to 3 images. Depending on the number of submissions, we may 
need to select some and not all (or call for more). 

2. Images should be supplied in jpeg format, 360mm on the long side, 300ppi 
resolution 

3. Please submit to erccphotos@gmail.com by FRIDAY 27th April, 9pm 
4. Cost per image printed will be $40 to cover the printing and matting and 

incidentals. 
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Honours images from “2 colours” critique evening 

 
 
© Chris Moselen 
 

 
 

© Kas Silk 
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© Amy Ross 
 

 
© Steve Harper 
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© Kas Silk 
 

 
© Pat Norton 
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© Steve Harper 
 

 
© Brenda Lupton 
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© Tracy Norton 

Scoreboard (following March critique evening) 
 

Name 2018 Grade PI 
PI 

Hons 
B&W 
Prints 

Col 
Prints 

Print 
Hons 

Total 
print 

Points 

Total 
Honours 

Overall 
total 

points 

Bigham Advanced 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Collier Advanced 0 0 0 17 1 17 1 17 
Friend Salon 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Harper Salon 0 0 0 59 2 59 2 59 
Howard Beginner 46 0 0 0 0 0 0 46 
Lupton Advanced 60 2 0 0 0 0 2 60 
Moselen Salon 55 1 0 0 0 0 1 55 
Moss Salon 33 2 0 0 0 0 2 33 
Norton Pat Beginner 7 0 0 46 1 46 1 53 
Norton 
Tracy Advanced 0 0 0 63 2 63 2 63 
Pringle Salon 31 1 0 0 0 0 1 31 
Ross Salon 60 1 0 0 0 0 1 60 
Silk Advanced 33 2 0 23 0 23 2 56 
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Submitting your images 
Images must be e-mailed to the digital convenor: erccphotos@gmail.com as prescribed 
by the digital convenor for each competition night.   

Images must be e-mailed in the following format: JPEG, maximum 1024 pixels along 
longest side. The image filename must be in the following format:  

[GRADE/SUBJECT CODE]_[IMAGE TITLE]_[MEMBER NUMBER]  

Where Grade/Subject is one of the following:  

01 Beginner Set Subject  
02 Beginner Open Subject  
03 Advanced Set Subject  
04 Advanced Open Subject  
05 Salon Set Subject  
06 Salon Open Subject  
07 Non-Graded Competition (i.e. Manukau Salon)  

e.g. if you were entering an image into set subject as a beginner member you would 
name it as follows: 01_Black Sky At Night_21  

The e-mail subject header should read: ERCC Digital Competition - [Month+Year]  

The following information must also accompany your e-mailed digital file:  
 Titles for your images, e.g. Image One = "Black Sky at Night",  
 Refusal for ERCC to show honours images on the ERCC Website, otherwise approval 

is assumed.  
 Digitally enhanced images are acceptable provided that they originate from a 

photograph taken by the author and the enhancements are undertaken by the 
author. 

 

 

 

ERCC Supporters 
 

 
 
 

 
A friendly reminder that the 
knowledgeable staff of Auckland Camera 
Centre are ready to assist with your 
photographic needs and photographic 
tips, and continue to support ERCC 
members with good deals for us on a wide 
range of equipment. Just mention you are 
an ERCC member. 
 
Nick Khoey was generous in providing 
some of the prizes for members last year 
– thank you! 
 
www.aucklandcamera.co.nz 
646 New North Rd, Morningside 
Tel. 0800 624-522 
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New in stock: Sony A7III 
Just landed at Auckland Camera Centre! Get in touch today if you are interested as 
stock is limited! RRP$3499- Ask for EDRCC special price! 

 
 
  
Featuring: 
 a back-illuminated design 
 full-frame 24.2-megapixel Exmor R 
CMOS sensor  
 BIONZ X image processor offering high-
resolution stills and video while minimizing 
noise and improving speed.  
 sensor structure works with a gapless 
on-chip lens design and an anti-reflection 
coating to improve light collection and 
enhance detail.  
 copper wiring layer dramatically 
improves data transmission speed for 
creating 14-bit, high-resolution stills with a 

native sensitivity range from ISO 100-51200, which can be further expanded to 
ISO 50-204800.  

 enables internal UHD 4K video recording with a wide dynamic range using the 
full width of the full-frame sensor.  

 BIONZ X processor also works in conjunction with a high-speed front-end LSI to 
realize faster processing times along with the ability to capture an impressive 
15-stop dynamic range at low sensitivity values. 

 
Feel free to pop into Auckland Camera Centre anytime for a demo and special club 
member pricing!  
 
Also, check out for the recent release of NZ Geographic magazine for Steve Harper’s 
featured photo from the Panasonic Lumix G9 featured in our previous March 
newsletter (below). Well done Steve – lovely photo! 
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PrintArt print our ERCC Auckland Festival 
of Photography Exhibition images and 
have printed many other images for our 
members during the year.  
 
John Botton continues to support our club 
and was generous in supplying prizes last 
year, as well as being a guest speaker in 
2017 and 2018. 
 
ERCC members will receive every 
10th standard 40x50 print and matte 
image absolutely FREE. 

 

Preparing Images For Print 

As a print studio operator I get to work with a wide range of photographers 
transforming their creative vision into prints. I get to look “under the hood” while 
preparing the image files for print and often come across a number of issues that will 
affect the outcome of the printing process. These can easily be avoided by checking a 
few details before you send your image files off to be printed: 

Preparing your image file – if you are editing in layers, make sure that you flatten 
your file before you save. This ensures that there are no accidental changes to your 
image if a layer properties are altered. Inspect your image at 1:1 by zooming in to 
100% view and checking for dust spots, halos and other artifacts that will affect the 
print. Many of these will be missed at full image view but will definitely show up in the 
print. 

Image size – make sure that you are saving your image at the correct size for the 
print you are ordering. This includes the physical dimension usually measured in 
cm/mm or inches (I only use pixels for image size when the output is intended for a 
digital platform like social media or my website) and checking that the resolution is set 
to 300ppi. This step can be done when exporting from Lightroom or saving in 
Photoshop. It's good practice to re-name your print file with the image name and print 
size. 

Colour ICC profile - The colour profile will play a big role in how your image prints. If 
this is not embedded with the file when you save, there is no way for the print 
operator will know which profile to assign when the file is opened. The default profile 
can be found in your editing software settings. 

I hope that these little tips will help you in your image print preparation. Feel free to 
drop me an email to john@printart.co.nz if you have any questions. 
 
PrintArt have moved to new commercial premises, so check out their new location! 
John is now at 1 Parkhead Place, Rosedale, and is open weekdays and Saturday 
morning. 
 
 
 


